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Koinonia March 2019
Oh, What a Glorious Day it Was!

 When I mentioned to Donna Robinson 
and Harriette Bryant how much I enjoyed their 
engagement in worship, and how it was a real 
experience for us, the ‘frozen chosen’, Donna replied 
that they can help us with that.– Lois

 We had fun! This is why I continue to hang with 
God and Church, because of so many beautiful, 
faithful people. Hallelujah! 
It was an interesting dynamic for me as I sat in 
worship. My heart felt the strong tug of my African- 
American roots and religious experience while 
simultaneously bursting with pride in the hospitality 
of my current predominantly white congregation. I 
believe this is what it is to live at the intersection of 
race and culture. Not always easy but if we stick with 
it long enough the rewards are bountiful — “...a good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your lap.”   – Beverly 

 I think the best word to describe Koinonia is 
JOY! My friend Vanessa from work, who attends 
Emmanuel, came with her husband. It was wonderful 
to worship with her and commune with her and 
talk about it at work today. I have attended all the 
Koinonia events, and like the Bishop says, we are all 
family. God’s family. God’s holy light shown both 
outside and inside that day. I am looking forward 
to visiting my Emmanuel sisters and brothers and 
worshipping in their new space. More JOY to come! 
– Nina
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Koinonia Memories



Pastor’s Message

King David’s Toolbox
This Lenten season we are using the psalms as our 
devotional resource. Tradition holds that most of 
the psalms were written by King David. The psalms 
include varied literary genres including poetry, worship 
songs, laments, and songs for special occasions, such 
as coronations. Within the 150 psalms you can find 
many treasured verses and promises of God. You’ll find 
inspiring statements of faith, uttered in the midst of 
difficult circumstances. You’ll find glorious praise and 
thanksgiving. You will also find lament and deep, deep 

pain. As such, the psalms speak powerfully into our daily lives and situations. I love 
to think of these gems as tools for life that we can use to find faith, strength, and 
comfort. We can use them to celebrate, to cry out to God, to cling to God when fear threatens to overtake us. There 
are tools for almost every need. I think of it kind of like the Craftsmen Tool Section at the old Sears, Roebuck and 
Company stores. Every tool you need for every occasion. This Lent we are picking out just a few of these tools and 
highlighting them and calling them King David’s Tool Box. We are looking at the psalms that we are hearing during 
the Sundays of Lent. Each Wednesday evening at Holden Evening Prayer we are talking about a new tool. Use these 
tools whenever necessary. Use them often, they will never wear out. God bless you!

Tool #1 – “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust” Ps. 91:2.
Use this tool when you feel weak or lost or when your trust in God is tempted. This is a tool that can be used over and 
over again every day. Our trust in God doesn’t come from the ability to control things or predict things. It doesn’t come 
from a struggle-free life. It is clear in Scripture that even those who love God will still face hard times. Rather, this is 
trust that no matter what happens we will never be separated from God’s love, and that love will sustain us. 

Because we trust in God’s love we can take the risk of serving those we may not even know. We can step out and do 
things for others that we may have never dreamed of. Luther actually expressed the idea that God provides all I need 
precisely so that I may take no thought for the morrow and offer myself fully to my neighbor.

Trusting God means I can watch the future unfold believing that somehow I will be okay. Getting older seems to bring 
more risk to life, I guess we could find more things to fear. I could take a bad step and fall and break a hip. But I trust 
in God that even if the worst happens, I will be okay. We could face loss and grief and broken dreams. But what we 
will not lose is God’s love, the companionship of Jesus, and the joy of Christian community. God will sustain us. God 
is, “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”

Tool #2 – “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear” Ps. 27:1.
This tool is just perfect for the times when the darkness seems to be closing in. When the light seems to be gone 
from the world and our lives. Times when the shadows of violence, the fog of greed, the clouds of hatred seem to be 
enveloping our world. When that happens it is really easy to be fearful. We may wonder if God has abandoned us. 
Think of this tool as a gazillion lumen Maglite ™. It is the light of Christ which pushes back the darkness, pushes back 
the fear. To use this tool, you shout this verse right back at the darkness. You cry out to the heavens, “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?” 

This light came into the world, into our neighborhoods, into our own darkness—and the darkness could not overcome 
it. This light is Jesus who loves you unconditionally and whose love pushes back the darkness. This prayer is a cross 
stuck in the ground, claiming the territory of your life for Jesus, and for the light. When that territory has been claimed, 
then, as Scripture says, we can let our light shine so that others can see the light as well. When that territory is claimed, 
while there may still be skirmishes, it can never be lost. For, “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness could 
not overcome it.” Put this in your King David’s Tool Box and use it often. It’s a great tool! “The Lord is my light and 
salvation; whom then shall I fear?”
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Tool #3 – “For your steadfast love is better than life itself; my lips shall give you praise” Ps. 63:3.
This is a tool we should probably use every day. It is a tool we should grab as soon as we wake up in the morning and 
set down only as we nod off to sleep at night. I think the effort to fully understand God’s steadfast love could consume 
our entire lives. I’m not sure we can ever understand the breadth and length and height and depth of God’s love for us. 

God goes to great length to remind us of His steadfast love. 120 times in the book of Psalms alone, God’s love is 
described as steadfast. God tells us His love is steadfast, God shows us His love is steadfast, and finally, God sacrifices 
and sends His own Son to give his life to demonstrate God’s steadfast love. There is no length to which God has not 
already gone to express God’s steadfast love. 

So what if we were to start each day praising God, thanking God for His steadfast love. What a great way to start the 
day. This is a tool that will bring joy, confidence, and deep, deep, peace. “For your steadfast love is better than life 
itself; my lips shall give you praise.”

Tool #4 – “Then, I acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal my guilt. I said, ‘I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord.’ Then, you forgave me the guilt of my sin” Ps. 32:5
This is perhaps a tool that we don’t like to use, but when we need to use it, it is the only tool that will do the job. We 
can all think of times that we have done something hurtful, times when maybe hurtful words came out of our mouths 
before we could stop them. Perhaps times when we didn’t do something that was absolutely obvious to us, but we 
turned away. 

And, then, the guilt came. Guilt can eat away at us like a worm (scripture actually describes it that way sometimes). 
Guilt can take over our thoughts and our dreams; it can be all-consuming. And we don’t know what to do with it. 

That’s the time to pick up this tool and confess that guilt, admit that shame, reveal the pain to God. Pour it all out, 
lay it all down at the foot of the cross and confess our transgressions to the Lord. Because when we do that, we will 
indeed be forgiven and the burden that we have been carrying will be reduced. Jesus picks it up and takes it off our 
shoulders. When Jesus has washed away our guilt, the whole world will be brighter, the grass greener, our step lighter 
and our hearts joyous. “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal my guilt. I said, ‘I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord.’ Then, you forgave me the guilt of my sin.”

Tool #5 – “My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies” Ps. 31:15.
What are your enemies? Oh, perhaps you can identify some people you think of as enemies. But more likely, your 
enemies are things like fear, depression, despair, anger. They are things that rise up in your life and threaten to 
overtake you. This verse is a wonderful tool for dealing with those enemies, for it is a statement of faith, “My times 
are in your hand.” 

This is a surrender, a relinquishment, a turning-over of our life to God. It is giving the battle with our enemies to God 
for God to fight instead of us. Sometimes, I say this prayer with a sigh of resignation, “my times are in YOUR hands.” 
Not MY hands, not MY control, but YOUR control, YOUR hands O God. And with that prayer comes great relief. For 
God does indeed rescue us from the hands of our enemies, no matter what kind of enemy we face. The core of who we 
are, our spirit, is safe in God’s strong hands. 

This is such a powerful tool, yet such a simple one to use. When fear threatens, depression or despair is knocking at the 
door, pull this tool out of King David’s Tool Box and use it. “My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of 
my enemies.”

Pastor from page 3



“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  2 Corinthians 5:7

In the last issue of VOG, my “thoughts” were rather dark.  My sister was 
bravely battling cancer, and I was praying fervently pretty much every hour 
every day. Then, in mid-January, I lost my job suddenly, which sent me into a 
downward spiral of “what the heck just happened?” Then came anger and fear 
and worry.  It wasn’t a pretty “pity party” I was having.

After being told to let God guide me, to give myself up to Him and let things 
play out, a sense of calm came over me.

The first day of February brought a job offer that was pretty amazing. All the 
anger, fear, and worry vanished just two weeks after losing a job I thought I 
would retire from. I cringe at the phrase “another door will open,” but it happened. And I ran through that door!

Mid-March brought the wonderfully blessed news that my sister is cancer-free!! Even writing this now, I still get teary-
eyed. All the weariness and worry was lifted from her, and she smiles readily; she has gone through so much. I thank 
all of you for your prayers and support. She still has to go through maintenance therapy for a while, so we’ll keep those 
prayers open!!!

Some other very good things happened in between the two major events which just spun my head around and around. 
God has given me so much to be thankful for; it’s an embarrassment of riches, really. You can bet I will be paying 
things forward! So, blessings abound and I am in an incredibly happy place right now. I have learned life-changing 
lessons from listening to others wiser than I and knowing that God loves me and will look after me, regardless of what 
life throws at me. Why did it take so long to learn that?

“No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life.  As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.”  Joshua 1:5
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Penny’s Thoughts

Women of Grace
by Dee Dee Norman

The Women of Grace are gathering! How can we reach 
more people? Where can we focus our energies as 
women of God? What do YOU want from such a group? 
To answer these questions, we designed a survey and 
received 7 replies. The results are below. 
• Fellowship–activities that provide ways to get to know 

each other, picnic, tea
• Service– kitchen shower for the new kitchen, find 

specific products to support, Kah Tai homeless
• Education– provide classes, look at women’s roles in 

society where we build on our faith and our beliefs, use 
resources from the WELCA site

• Growth in Faith–group sharing, retreats

If you have any ideas to add to our lists or thoughts that 
can help Women of Grace grow in our community, please 
share it at one of our meetings. Hope to see you there!

Keith White, Ted Gifford and Earl Kong conduct a 
tools and appliance inspection before starting the job of 
preparing a Habitat for Humanity home for delivery.  
The home was dedicated and delivered on Saturday, 
March 23.

Grace Men Help at Habitat House
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A Mother’s Day Prayer
Loving and nurturing God, we thank you for 
mothers.

For all they mean or have meant,
for the love they have shown and the care they 
have given.
For the many times they held us close.

Loving and nurturing God we thank you for the 
qualities of mothers,

their patience, their kindness, concern and 
understanding.
We thank you for the part they play in our lives,
and for this day of saying ‘thank you’

Loving and nurturing God we thank you for the 
wonder of your mothering.

As a mother protects her children, you watch 
over us day by day,
your arms constantly encircle and protect us,
your hands shield and deliver us from harm.

Loving God, we pray for those for whom 
Mother’s day is a time of heartache rather than a 
celebration.

We pray for those who have never known their 
mother or whose mothers have died.
We wait with those who long to be mothers but 
as yet have not had their own children.
We grieve with those who ache because they will 
never be mothers.

Lord in your mercy, mother them with your love.
We pray for those who struggle with the way 
their children have chosen to live their lives.
We pray for those who have a difficult 
relationship with their mother.
We pray for those who are orphaned or 
abandoned and long for a mother’s love

Lord in your mercy, mother them with your love.
May all of us have the comfort of knowing that 
your mothering love is constant,
your understanding is perfect,
your compassion is never-ending.

Lord in your mercy, mother us all with your love.
Amen

On Mother’s Day
by Mary Ronen

Did you know? More phone calls are made on Mother’s 
Day than any other day of the year.

Ancient Greeks and Romans held festivals in honor of 
the mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele. Modern-day 
Mother’s Day began as an early Christian festival known 
as “Mothering Sunday.” In the United Kingdom and parts 
of Europe, this fell on the fourth Sunday in Lent and was 
seen as a time when the faithful would return to their 
“mother church”—the main church in the vicinity of their 
home—for a special service. Over time, this tradition 
shifted into a secular holiday, and children would present 
their mothers with flowers and such. 

Mother’s Day as celebrated in the United States dates 
back to the 19th century. Prior to the Civil War, Ann 
Reeves Jarvis of West Virginia helped start “Mother’s 
Day Work Clubs” to teach local women how to properly 
care for their children. In 1870, Julia Ward Howe wrote 
the “Mother’s Day Proclamation,” asking mothers to unite 
in promoting world peace. In 1873, Howe campaigned 
for a “Mother’s Peace Day” to be celebrated every June 2. 
Other early Mother’s Day pioneers were Juliet Calhoun 
Blakely, who inspired a local Mother’s Day in Albion, 
Michigan, in the 1870s. Mary Towles Sasseen and Frank 
Hering both worked to organize a Mother’s Day in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Some have even called 
Hering “the father of Mother’s Day.”

By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted 
Mother’s Day as an annual holiday. In 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed a measure officially establishing 
the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.

But not all mothers are biological ones.  Mothering is 
unconditionally caring for someone else.

The world is loaded with mother figures:  stepmothers, 
foster mothers, grandmothers, aunts, mothers-in-law, 
and office mothers. There are mother-hen friends,   
and godmothers and Cub Scout den mothers. Many 
fathers, grandfathers. brothers, and uncles do their 
share of mothering.

‘A mother’s love can come in many forms. This Mother’s 
Day, let’s also celebrate all the mother-like figures who’ve 
made a difference.’

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/west-virginia
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/michigan
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson


Proof: 
Wondering at the Marvels of Nature

by James Kilpatrck, submitted by Ann Bambrick

A postcard came the other day from a gentleman in 
Jacksonville, Florida. He was writing in defense of 
teaching secular humanism in the schools- a controversy I 
have no intention of reopening – and I took his card to the 
house when I went over for lunch. 

Out on the deck, just outside the kitchen, two Carolina 
wrens were hard at work.

“It is not important to academic curriculum to establish 
how the human was created,” said my friend. “It is 
important to teach what is known in scientific discovery.”

Then came the sentence that stopped me short: “No one 
will ever prove there is a ‘God,’ but it is possible to prove 
there isn’t one.”

The Carolina wrens were building a nest in a flowering 
basket of begonias. You will never see a busier pair of 
homemakers. The job took them only an hour or so, but 
when they were done they had a regular cottage.  Who, 
or what, I wondered, ever taught a pair of wrens how to 
build a nest?

How would my friend go about “proving” that there is 
no ‘God?’ I think it would be a formidable task. Never 
mind the nomenclature. Henry Thoreau spoke of “a 
universal intelligence.” Others speak of a “divine plan.” 
The Book of Common Prayer speaks of “one God, 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and all 
things visible and invisible.”

It is all the same, and the existence of a supernatural 
power has absorbed mankind from the beginning - 
whenever the beginning was.

The gentleman in Jacksonville said that no one will ever 
prove that God “is.” I don’t know about that. Following 
the rules of evidence in most civil proceedings, I would 
prove the point by a preponderance of the evidence.

Here in the Blue Ridge Mountains, such evidence 
abounds. It has been a long, slow spring for us. The 
crocuses that usually come up in late February didn’t 
appear until mid-March. Has my friend ever looked 
intently at a crocus?

The willows came into leaf a week or so later, then 
the redbuds, belatedly the dogwoods. This is apple 

country, and the apple blossoms, like Easter bonnets, 
turned our roads into a glorious promenade. How is it 
that apples form?

The secular humanists, it seems to me, have an 
insurmountable problem in their atheistic philosophy. Too 
many manifestations of nature conspire against them. I 
wonder if my friend has looked at a bumblebee, an ant or 
a frog.

A flock of purple finches dropped in the other day, on 
their way from somewhere to somewhere. How did they 
get these perfect computers in their tiny brains? I think 
of the incredible complexity of the human body. Who 
invented the lymphatic system? Who thought up the 
human heart?

The May nights have been mostly cool and clear. After 
dinner we like to sit on the deck for a little while before 
bedtime. The stars are Christmas lights in the massive 
chestnut oak.

In the vastness of the universe ours is a puny planet, but 
it revolves by a millennial clock that never runs down. 
The tides, the seasons, the bursting seeds in the warming 
ground - did all this happen by accident? I can’t believe it.

On close examination, I discover that my friend mailed 
his card from Jacksonville, but he lives in Daytona Beach. 
He is in the middle of works of man – condominiums, 
office buildings, bumper-to-bumper traffic. About the only 
man-made contraption around the farm just now is the 
garden tractor, and it doesn’t work.

Did my friend ever watch a stubborn sprig of grass 
struggle through a city street? Who, or what, invented 
the seed, the air, the sun, the water? The good Lord, if 
my friend will forgive the term, never made me to be a 
theologian. I am not much on the pearly gates, the golden 
streets, the literal paradise, the literal hell.

But it takes no seminarian’s training to marvel at a 
spider’s web or a falcon’s eye. The evidence of a divine 
plan is all about us, in the earth, in the sea, in the sky.

“Heaven and earth are full of thy glory!” says the Prayer 
Book. Let us look at two busy wrens, and be humbled.

Note from Ann: James Kilpatrick died many years ago. 
Kilpo ( Jim’s nickname) wrote for numerous newspapers, 
but I think this was in the local Rappahanock County 
paper.  We were so excited for spring to arrive in those 
cold climes, and this really spoke to us.  Also, we were 
huge bird enthusiasts.
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Mary Ronen: 
Mom’s Bowl: Ceramics – Mom had a 
red glass bowl that was on our dinner 
table every night. I found it after she 
passed away and placed it where I 
can enjoy seeing it, remembering 
those times. Not too long ago I made 
a copy of it with clay using it as a 
form. The color of the glaze used is 
called Poppy Fields.
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Grace Gallery
by Nina Daly

While we were setting up the gallery for our latest 
showing, I asked each artist to choose one of their pieces 
and tell me something about it.

Dee Dee Norman: 
Eggbasket - Rib Structure: The 
sturdiest basket you can have for 
carrying things and keeping eggs safe!

Glora Sutton: 
Snow Day:  Watercolor - View from 
across the street during the February 
2019 snow.

Earl Kong: 
Hallucination  No. 1: Watercolor - 
One of a series of four paintings based 
on a piece of driftwood, which is also 
displayed in the gallery. 

Nina Daly: 
Via de Cristo - The Blessed Holy 
Adventure: Oils - The painting shows 
a trail leading to a cross and a rainbow. 
I wanted to portray growth of faith in 
my journey with Via de Cristo. 

Penny Westerfield: 
Disney on Parade Orlando, FL, February 2019, 
Photography Series - Documents a 
recent trip to Disney World. This was 
Penny’s second visit in six years. 
Penny writes “Betty’s brother, Bob, 
and his wife Leslie, flew in from New 
Hampshire, and the four of us converged on the world 
of Disney. There was an air of sadness in the visit as 
Leslie’s sister was taken off life support just before they 
flew to Orlando. Her name was Penny. The last day we 
were there, just as we entered the Magic Kingdom at 
the beginning of Main Street, Leslie received a call that 
Penny had died. So there we were in the “happiest place 
on earth,” hugging and crying with each other. After just 
sitting for about a half hour, we moseyed on down Main 
Street and just wandered around. There was a big parade 
mid-afternoon and we gathered to watch it. It was pretty 
cool to see all the floats and characters, and as you can 
see in the photos, the sky is very gray, and it actually 
rained here and there. So, the sky matched our moods, 
but we managed to enjoy things.”

Real Life 101
Real Life 101: This group is created for those of us who 
wish to share our Real Life thoughts, hearts, and souls in 
a safe, loving and intimate setting with our Grace friends.

Join us on Saturday, April 13, 11 o'clock, Fellowship Hall  
Topic: Ann Bambrick submitted a poem, "I Was Hungry"

I Was Hungry
I was hungry, 
   and you formed a humanitarian club and discussed my   
   hunger. 
I was imprisoned, 
   and you crept off quietly to your chapel and prayed for   
   my release. 
I was naked, 
   and in your mind you debated the morality of my   
   appearance. 
I was homeless, 
   and you preached to me of the spiritual shelter of the   
   love of God. 
I was lonely, 
  and you left me alone to pray for me. 
You seem so holy, so close to God. 
   But I am still very hungry and lonely and cold.

A Book Review
by Nina Daly

Vincent and Theo 
The Van Gogh Brothers
Author Deborah Helligman

This is a very interesting book on 
the life of Vincent Van Gogh and his 
brother Theo. The author used as 
a reference the 658 letters Vincent 
wrote to Theo during his lifetime. 
Available as an ebook and an audio 
book on Washington Anytime Library.



Nothing About Us Without Us
by Marty Richards

Our recent Scout Sunday reminded me of the story of a person who above all odds survived and thrived because 
others supported him. In 1952, when I was 7 and a Brownie Scout in Crystal Lake, IL, our troop met at St. Paul’s 
Church, (now a part of the United Church of Christ). We were in awe of Harold Wilke, the pastor there. He had no 
arms, but drove a car, ate and opened and closed doors with his feet. As 7-year-olds, we found this amazing.

Several years later I learned that he had been working with Americans with Disabilities Movement in his UCC and 
with the federal government. When President H.W. Bush signed the ground-breaking “Americans with Disabilities 
Act” in 1990, Pastor Wilke was standing right behind Bush. An iconic picture of this historic event is etched in my 
mind and in many historical records.

In 1998, I had the wonderful opportunity to spend time with him when we both spoke at a Conference about the 
Church’s Response to Aging and Disabilities. A much older man then, he shared that when he was born his mother was 
told to not expect much of him. Yet, she said that she would help him learn what he needed to do. So he struggled and 
struggled but learned to dress and care for himself. It was hard work but he was well nurtured. He became a leader in 
the movement which has enabled many with limitations to remain productive active members of society.

He, for me, is a shining example of the Disability Movement and their slogan: “Nothing about us without us.”

Konrad Schwencke 
and Jim Little were 
honored with awards 
on Scout Sunday, 
March 10. Jim Little 
received the Silver 
Beaver Award, which 
is the highest award 
for adults in scouting.

Sonia Frojen 
shows off her 
Girl Scout 
badges!

Scout Sunday
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A Poem of Hope
by Judye Best

Birth and Death 
Pain and Promises 
Sunshine and Rain 
Promises to see 
 through the blackness 
 of the darkness of the soul 
 to withstand 
 the pulses of hurt 
 and continue to walk forward. 
Sunshine to dry the ground 
 after the rain has nourished 
 the grass, trees, flowers and the earth. 
Made the seed to die 
      then give up and grow and begin life anew –  
 a mystery. 
From the tiniest seed comes 
    the tallest trees, or the most beautiful flowers 
    or just plain weeds. 
Though sometimes weeds have flowers 
  in a supreme comedy of nature. 
It shows that God has a sense of humor. 
Nothing is alone – unto itself. 
Joy can be a part of suffering. 
Suffering is not the end. 
Rain is needed as much as sunshine, sorrow and joy also 
go hand in hand. When sorrow is gone Joy remains.

“…the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10. The 
people of Israel had just been read the words of God’s law and 
they were grieving; Nehemiah told them that this was a sacred 
day of God, to go eat and drink and “share” and not to grieve 
for God’s Joy was their strength.

A Letter from Kenneth Kasule  
Greetings through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Sharon Dembro contacted me a few weeks ago to see if I 
had some pictures of  Christmas celebrations in Uganda to 
share with you. I used to take good pictures on Christmas, 
but my camera had multiple mechanical challenges. 

I have managed to find 
some pictures. One is in 
St. John’s Cathedral - 
Kasaka, and there is one 
taken outside. That is my 
village church called St. 
Peter’s in a village called 
Mpenja. They were taken 
at some point on Christmas 
day. It is the most cerebrated 

day in Uganda. Chicken is 
the most expensive meat 
here and people try to make 
sure that at least they have 
both chicken and beef on 
Christmas. 

God bless you and thanks 
for all your support.

Outside St. Peter’s.

Inside St. John’s

Ugandan Orphans Benefit Concert
by Lisa Lanza

The 11th Annual Memorial Day Weekend Concert in 
support of the Ugandan orphans is Sunday, May 26, at     
4 p.m., First Presbyterian Church here in Port Townsend. 
All of the proceeds go directly to their education and 
related school expense. A $20 donation is suggested. 

Highlighting the concert will be the popular Bachianas 
Brasileira No. 5 by Heitor Villa-Lobos performed by a 
cello octet led by Maryann Tapiro with soprano Anneliese 
von Goerken. Ms.von Goerken has been performing and 
teaching in New York for the past 10 years and is a local 
favorite among the music community.

Also on the program will be Joaquin Turina’s Piano 
Quartet with Marina Rosenquist, violin, Gwen Franz, 
viola, Maryann Tapiro, cello and Lisa Lanza, piano. Blaine 
Lewis will sing a selection from Leonard Bernstein’s 
Mass, and Cherry Chenruk-Geelan and Ayla Favati will 
sing the Flower Duet from Lakme by Leo Delibes.

Opening the show will be Angie Tabor’s PT Steel Band 
followed by student performers including a cello quartet, 
Tusker Behrenfeld, viola, and the PT Vocal Ensemble.

Scholarship Applications  
Being Accepted 

Grace Lutheran has scholarships available for those 
attending a program of higher education including 
vocational and technical programs. Applications will be 
accepted through 5 p.m. on May 24, 2019. Priority for 
awards will be given to applicants in this order: 
a. Applicants enrolled in a Lutheran seminary 
b. Applicants enrolled in a Lutheran college 
c. Applicants enrolled in any other school of higher 
education. If you have questions concerning the 
scholarship program, please contact anyone on the 
endowment committee. The committee members are Lois 
Sherwood, Betty Oakes, and Teresa Janssen. Pastor Coe 
is an advisory member of the committee and is also happy 
to answer questions. 
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Holy Week and Easter 2019 
 
 Maundy Thursday — April 18  Service at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 From the Latin word mandatum we remember on this day the two 
new commandments of our Lord: to love one another as he has loved 
us, and to “Do this in remembrance of me.” Healing Prayers will be 
offered following the stripping of the altar. 

 

 Good Friday — April 19 Service at 12:00 noon 
 

 Stations of the Cross – Walk with Jesus through the last hours of his 
earthly life and reflect on the meaning of those hours for your own 
life today. This is a powerful and meaningful worship experience. 

 

  Tenebrae Service at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 The Tenebrae or Service of Darkness calls us to remember and even 
feel the awful consequences of sin and the magnitude of our Lord’s 
sacrifice. We leave the Service in silence, pondering our Lord’s 
suffering and death on the cross. 

 
 The Great Vigil of Easter — April 20 Service at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 On this night, greatest of all nights of the year, the past, present and 
future of salvation become merged into the here and now for us. We 
rejoice in the mystery of our salvation and renew our own Baptismal 
vows. This is the first Service of Easter. 

 

 The Resurrection of our Lord — April 21 Easter Day 
 

  Potluck Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 
  Festival Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 
  Easter Worship with Holy Communion at 1:30 p.m. 
  at Avamere (1201 Hancock) in the Lobby 
 
 

Rejoice now, all heavenly choirs of angels, 
and for the victory of so great a King, 

sound the trumpet of salvation! 
 

Our Easter celebration includes the fellowship 
of our wonderful potluck breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 

Please bring your own table setting and food to share. 
 

 



April / May Birthdays

Joan Bender    April 7 
Kathy Gibson    April 7 
Bess Anne Corwith   April 11 
Betty Nelson    April 12 
Jim Norman    April 14 
Judye Best    April 15 
Forrest Little    April 15 
Jennifer Reynolds   April  24 
Penny Westerfield   April 26 
 
Gwen Howard    May 5 
Larry Richards    May 6 
Jacob Brown    May 7 
Tyler Wilson Lilley   May 8 
Andy Danner    May 11 
Sonia Frojen    May 11 
Linda HInkie    May 18 
Lisa Lanza    May 20 
Linda Wolff    May 20 
Mike Kosin    May 23 
Sue Peterson    May 30
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Church Council

President:  Penny Westerfield
tink@olypen.com

Vice President:  Al Smith
Secretary:  Betty Oakes

Ministers:
Resources (Treasurer):  Dianne Espenson

 Fellowship:  Lucy Hladecek
Facilities: Jim Little

Worship/Music:  Dee Dee Norman
Stewardship:  Joel Peterson
Social Concerns:  Earl Kong

Church Staff

Pastor:  Rev. Coe Hutchison
pastorcoeh@gmail.com

cell  206-369-0606
Office Manager:  Crissy Dunlap 

gracelutheranpt@gmail.com
Organist/Pianist:  Lisa Lanza

Choir Director:  Colleen Johnson
Sunday School Superintendent:  Linda Wolff

Editor, Voice of Grace:  Mary Ronen, maryeronen@gmail.com 
www.gracelutheranpt.org

Photos of church events may be published in print or online. If you do not want your picture included, please contact the office at  
gracelutheranpt@gmail.com or (360)385-1595.

Grace Financials

Help Wanted
The Voice of Grace is looking for  photographers to   
take pictures of Grace events, and writers of stories, 
events, poems, or ?? The pay? Not so much (well, none, 
really.) But - just imagine seeing your work in print! 
Contact Mary at maryeronen@gmail.com

Mark Your Calendar

Mark Your Calendars for These Upcoming Events: Check out the 
full calendar on the Grace Lutheran website: gracelutheranpt.
org/calendar 
Wednesday, April 10, 5:30 p.m., Soup Supper 
 6:30 p.m., Holden Evening Prayer 
Saturday, April 13, 11:00 a.m., Real Life 101 
Sunday, April 14, 9:30 a.m., Blessing of the palms at PT   
 Community Center 
 10:30 a.m.,.Palm Sunday worship 
Thursday, April 18, 6:00 p.m., Maundy Thursday worship 
Friday, April 19, 12:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross 
 6:00 p.m.,, Tenebrae Service of Darkness 
Saturday, April 20, 6:00 p.m., Easter Vigil 
Sunday, April 21, 9:00 a.m., Easter Potluck Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m., Easter Worship at church 
 1:30 p.m., Easter worship at Avamere 
Saturday, May 4, 10:30 - 12:00, Worship Assistant Training 
Saturday, May 11, 1:00-2:30 Worship Assistant Training 
Sunday, May 12, Lead Worship at Women’s Prison at Purdy 
Sunday, May 26, 4:00 p.m.,Ugandan Orphan Concert at First  
 Presbyterian Church 
Saturday, July 20, 900 to 3:00, Summer Prayer Retreat
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Year to Date through March 31, 2019
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