
We are called to proclaim the Word and celebrate the sacraments.   
We gather in Christian community for nurture and support. We are sent out in service to others.
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COMMUNITY
Editor’s note: There are many examples of how Grace Lutheran lives in community. Here is one written by  

Linda Gaenicke.

The Oxford dictionary defines community as a “body of people living in one locale,” or a body of people having religion, profes-
sion, etc. in common.” I have been thinking of community for a few weeks and find that the definition of community pertaining 
to Grace Lutheran is much more. The past 8 months have been full of slightly tragic issues. When we look at the world and what 
has happened to people in other areas and countries, our issues have been very minor. When we chose to move to Port Townsend, 
David and I knew that we would be far from our family. It was a hard decision, however, one that we have not regretted. Finding 
Grace Lutheran Church was a God-directed gift. Over the years we have been blessed with wonderful experiences and memories. 

The summer I took a tumble and broke my right shoulder and left foot, Pastor Coe arrived at the ER to offer prayer and comfort for 
me and to also assure David that all will be OK. This “community” of Grace Lutheran brought meals for three weeks, visited, sent 
cards and called. A recliner for me to sleep in was moved into the house. 

Grace Lutheran has always responded to each other and to calls for help outside of membership. The ministry of Grace is huge, 
and expands to other countries and includes passion for people in need. Does this fit the definition of community? I wonder. So, 
having a religion in common makes us a community? When I visit with our members during coffee hour or quilting or in our 
homes, I always realize that it is more. Sharing our joys, broken hearts, and concerns with each other is answered by action. 

When one of us needs, it seems the discussion is what can we do to help? The help comes! This is more than having religion in 
common. This is hearts bound together with the Holy Spirit moving us to action. That response to the call from the Holy Spirit 
allows Grace to move in positive ways to action for each other.

Now I would like to share a little about the last month. As most of you know a slow leak 
was discovered in our home with home insurance refusing to help us with the $10,000 
worth of repairs. David and I felt like we were buried under soggy floors and black mold. 
Doing dishes in the bathtub and clearing out the kitchen and family room took us a couple 
of days.  Then the angels arrived, and miracles happened. These angels, Jim, Bob H, Al, 
Bob Z and Steve, proceeded to evaluate what was needed and started to work. Diane R 
arrived and started to order paint and later painted the repaired areas. Floors were torn out, 

cabinets were taken down, and lists were made as 
what to buy and what we needed to make decisions 
about. Picking up items and materials took hours. 
Most days they worked 8 hours, and at the end of 
each day huge progress was seen. We realized that 
knees and backs must have caused them a lot of pain when they went home. Also, their wives 
were so generous to share them while the project was progressing. Community?  I wonder. 

This action and others doing for other members is more than community, it is family. Yes, 
family. I feel that we are not a community, but a family brought together by the Holy Spirit 
to help each other in our need, supporting us when we are down, and uplifting us by action. 
They did not ask what can we do? They just did it! The simple decision to move to action 
brought us to realize that this congregation really listens to the call of the Holy Spirit. 
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There were also other angels who surprised us, such as money 
to purchase needed materials. It was hard to accept all this help, 
maybe our pride got in the way, but we were told that the gifts 
were given with love. 

As I write this, a huge 
amount of work has been 
completed and we are on 
the home stretch to having 
a kitchen and family room 
again. The cost of repairs 
has been kept to a reason-
able amount. Our Grace 
Family cares and is an 
amazing group of people. 
People who pray for each 
other, offer to help, and then 
just do it! 

So, members, continue to love and care for each other. David 
and I have felt your care and love many times in the last 14 
years. We are truly grateful for the family of Grace Lutheran.  
We are compelled to pay it forward remembering what you have 
done for others and what you have done for us. This family of 
Grace Lutheran is strong and full of the Holy Spirit. David and 
I offer our thanks to all of you. Continue to show God’s love for 
our neighbors. 

With our sincere thanks, prayers, and blessings to you, our 
Grace family. 

The Gaenickes

Community continued from page 1

Many thanks to Al Smith for the photos.

What Have You Been Doing?
Some responses to the question “What are you doing during 
this time of social distancing?”
How have I been getting through my enforced hibernation? 
- Daily phone calls with my family, all of them, near and far. 
- Writing notes to friends, all of them, near and far. 
- Reading!! The library is closed, so I’m actually going through 
the zillions of books in my bookcases. So glad I kept them. 
- Listening to classical music on my cd player, and on-line. So 
soothing! 
- Reading Pastor Coe’s daily devotionals, and re-watching the 
Sunday Hot Chocolate and Pajamas services. 
- Filling bags of “haven’t worn these for years” clothes from 
my closet. They’ll go to Goodwill when it re-opens. 
- Eating all that stuff in my freezer. 
- And a bit of self-pitying, too. Just missing everyone. – Ann 
Bambrick

David and I are surviving by working in the garden, working 
puzzles, and reading. We miss being with people. Phone calls to 
our children and friends helps pass the time. Yesterday, David 
planted a magnolia tree that we purchased, and I have been 
developing a lily garden. I can’t wait to see it all in bloom. 

I have a piece of garden decoration that I hope to repair and 
paint. We are getting the days mixed up and have to check the 
computer to remember the date  - David and Linda

At this point and time I am an essential worker so no quarantine 
during the day. My work schedule hasn’t changed although 
the way I approach my job has seen change. I meet with my 
clients mostly on the phone. Our staff takes turns sanitizing the 
agency every hour. I am fortunate to work with people who 
like to laugh. I recently prayed with a co-worker friend of mine 
while we were on a walk. She is a member of Emmanuel in 
Bremerton. Pastor Coe’s note to our agency has been a source 
of strength to our group. - Nina

Some reading, some cleaning and sorting, a lot of eating, and 
some naps. Phone calls and texts witih family and friends. 
Working on the Voice of Grace!- Mary
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A Holy Week and a Resurrection Day

But how can we have Holy Week and Easter Sunday without being together? Well, it will defi-
nitely be different from anything we have ever experienced before, but I am beginning to think 
it may turn out to be pretty special. Maybe we will come out of it with a new perspective on 
Jesus’ own loneliness during the last week of his earthly life. Maybe we will better understand the 
disciples’ fear after his crucifixion. And if nothing else, perhaps we will especially appreciate the 
many community worship opportunities of future Holy Weeks and Easter Sundays. 

Many of you have heard me tell of our youngest son’s leukemia. He was first diagnosed at the beginning of December 1990. 
That Christmas his immune system was suppressed due to his chemo and we couldn’t go out. We couldn’t go to church or family 
gatherings. He couldn’t go shopping or visit Santa. But looking back on it, it was one of our most special Christmases as a family. 
It became really clear what was most important: each other, our health, simply being alive. We wept as friends came and serenaded 
us with Christmas carols in the snow on our front lawn. 

I wonder if, in future years, we might look back on this Holy Week and Easter in a similar way. No rush of parties, no big commit-
ments, just simple time together. There is no communal worship, but there is still worship. As I have begun to put together some 
of our audio worship for Holy Week, I have found myself in tears as I have actually realized there are things we can do and make 
available over the internet that wouldn’t work in person. 

Here are my wishes and prayers for you and for me this Holy Week and Easter. That we would live even this unusual, scary, worri-
some, uncomfortable moment to its fullest. That we might realize there may be gifts in this enforced isolation that we might later 
envy. That we might put all our soul and all our heart into our Holy Week and Easter worship because we need it now more than 
ever. And finally, my wish and prayer is that the hope of resurrection, the joy of Easter may live in each of us. My promise is that 
when the isolation is over, we will worship together again and celebrate Easter a second time and it will be one of the most joyous 
celebrations ever. May you experience a Holy Week and a Resurrection Day. 

In Christ’s eternal love,

A Prayer
From the 2020 Lenten Devotional

Lord, you know better than I know myself that I am growing older, and will some day be old. Keep me from getting talkative, and 
particularly from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say something on every subject and on every occasion.

Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Keep my mind from the recital of endless details - give me wings to 
come to the point.

I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others’ pains. But seal my lips on my own aches and pains – they are increasing, and 
my love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. Help me to endure them with patience.

I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and a lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to clash 
with memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I may be mistaken.

Keep me reasonably sweet, I do not want to be a saint – some of them are so hard to live with – but a sour old woman is one of the 
crowning works of the devil.

Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places, and talents in unexpected people. And give me, O Lord, the grace to 
tell them so.

Make me thoughtful – but not moody; helpful, but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it all, but 
thou knowest Lord , that I want a few friends at the end. Amen.  
Attributed to a Mother Superior (Seventeenth Century)



• Member of the Eastern WA/Idaho Synod Council while in 
Spokane;

• I was elected Synod Secretary of the EWID synod and 
served from 1988-9;

• Congregational Life Chair-SWWA Synod while in 
Silverdale; I was asked to Chair three Synod Assemblies (the 
first in EWID synod and then two in SWWA synod;

• Supervised five pastoral interns; and
• As Lead Pastor in several of the larger congregations, 

worked with the partnership of team ministry with six 
associates in ordained ministry and numerous lay-staff and 
sisters and brothers in congregational ministry. 

Some of my training and continuing education opportunities 
include: 

• Numerous Kairos seminars at Luther Seminary;
• Synod training sessions (in the development of) intentional 

interim ministry;
• Several preaching seminars;
• Children’s Ministry Workshop (1998);
• Two-week training session (on site) for chaplaincy training 

in Chemical Dependency;
• Conflict Training while serving a congregation where disci-

plinary action had taken place;
• I attended two Head of Staff training seminars hosted by 

E.L.C.A. and the Alban Institute (2003 and 2005) and
• I was trained as a Stephen’s Ministry pastor (congregational 

care ministry) in St. Louis in 2008. 
I believe my pastoral style is 
approachable and down to earth. I 
have placed a high value on pastoral 
care wherever I have served. I 
focus on being a good listener, as 
well as a strong biblical preacher. 
I strive to convey my commitment 
to being a partner-in-ministry with 
the priesthood of all believers. I am 
committed to a ministry of presence. 
All my best intentions are seriously 
complicated by the impacts of the 
Covid-19 crisis. However, I believe that we all have been 
blessed in Christ—to be a blessing to others and we must do 
what we can by being with those we serve, by whatever means 
available to us.

I love to read. Travel and golf have been my avocations. I 
deeply enjoy family. I find joy in the laughter of children, music 
and the arts. I, like you, lament the strains that this present 
corona virus outbreak has placed on our connectedness as a 
Body of believers. And— to those we are sent to serve. We are 
all scrambling. And yet, we lean back on the “forever promises” 
that we are never alone even when we feel such isolation. To 
quote Paul: “nothing... nothing can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8: 31-39) 

And so new friends, I offer this introduction with the prayer 
that you understand that my story, as are your stories, are much 
like God’s Grace: abundant and offer so much more. But, for 
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see next page

Grace and peace to you, soon to be 
“new friends” in Christ!  

My name is Alan Berg and I have 
been an ordained Lutheran (ELCA) 
pastor for over forty-five years. I 
was born in Bellingham, WA, but 
my family soon moved to north 
Seattle where I attended local public 
schools graduating from Ingraham 
High School in 1966. I earned a B.A. 
in English Literature in 1970 from 
University of Washington, after which 

I attended Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN for my seminary 
studies, graduated and was ordained in my home congregation 
(1st Lutheran-Richmond Beach, WA) in July of 1974.

Over the years, I have served congregations in Southern 
California, as well as the Tri-Cities, Boise, and Spokane. Most 
recently, I was lead pastor at Silverdale Lutheran Church-
Silverdale for twelve years, then St. Mark Lutheran-Lacey for 
five years.

I was married for 46 years to my wife, Robin and we were 
blessed with four children (a son and three daughters), now 
grown, three with spouses and living in the greater Puget Sound 
area (Bremerton, Seattle and Bothell), 12 grandchildren (ages 5 
through 26 years), and three great grand-children. My beloved 
Robin’s 6 ½ year struggle with renal cancer ended in July of 
2015. During her last three years, I took an early retirement 
from pastoral ministry to become Robin’s primary caregiver. It 
became a new Call to a ministry I lovingly accepted. 

Sometime after her death, following much grief, prayer, 
and contemplation, I made the decision to return to pastoral 
ministry with a Call to interim ministry. This has led me to 
serve in Dallas, Oregon; Kennewick, Washington; and Bow, 
Washington in the Skagit Valley. 

Over the years of my career, I’ve had the privilege of many 
memorable opportunities: 

• Volunteer “chaplain” at a local hospital in Victorville, CA for 
three years; 

• President of Luther Heights Bible Camp Association for 
two terms;

• Conference Dean in Victorville and Boise;
• Member of the Synod Council (the old A.L.C) while in 

Boise;

Meet the Interim!
Pastor Al Berg will be joining us on May 27, with his first 
Sunday sermon on May 31. Read his letter to us below.
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Pastor Al from page 4

Words of Wisdom
submitted by Jane Schwencke

We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties. – 
Charlie Chambers

If you’ve been dealt with unfairly, forgive that person. 
Otherwise both of you will need forgiveness. –  
Wayne Hilden

Our days are happier when we give people a bit of our heart 
rather than a piece of our mind - Unknown

Uganda Orphan Scholarship  
Program Update

A few Hints for Writing Letters to our scholarship 
Recipients
How Often and When Should I Write?  Ideally, write three 
letters to your ‘pen pal’ per year. The best months to send your 
letters are the beginning of each term: January, April, and 
August. 

(This is because Kenneth visits each child once a school term. 
If you send your letter at the beginning of the term, he will 
have your letter in hand when he makes his visit. Of course, 
you can write more than three times a year!)

What Should I Write About? Ask your pen pals about their 
studies. Compliment them on their hard work. Tell them you 
are thinking of them and praying for them. Tell them about 
your family, your work or activities, what you generally eat, 
what town looks like, what people grow on local farms, what 
products are made in the region, the weather, the geography of 
the area, what music you like, holidays and other aspects of our 
culture … (Most of the scholarship children are poor, so talking 
about a recent vacation to Hawaii or a new television or car 
might not be the most sensitive of topics.)

How long should my letter be? Short is fine. The main thing 
to communicate is that you and the congregation at Grace 
Lutheran are supporting them and praying for them.   

What if I am too busy to write? If you find that your circum-
stances have changed and you are no longer able to write 
letters, please contact Sharon Dembro and she will find a new 
pen pal. 

Thank you for your loving support of these beautiful children 
of God!

Teresa Janssen

now, this will have to do. God bless the good folks at Grace 
Lutheran Church.

With God’s Grace and Peace and never-failing love in Christ,  
Pastor Al Berg

ELCA Presiding Bishop Addresses 
Concerns About COVID-19

From ELCA.org

 In 1527 the plague returned to Wittenberg, Germany. Two 
hundred years earlier the plague had swept across Europe 
killing up to 40% of the population. Understandably, people 
were anxious and wondered what a safe and faithful response 
might be. In answer to this, Martin Luther wrote “Whether One 
May Flee From a Deadly Plague.” In it, he emphasized the 
duty to care for the neighbor, the responsibility of government 
to protect and provide services to its citizens, a caution about 
recklessness, and the importance of science, medicine and 
common sense.

To provide care for the neighbor, Luther recommended that 
pastors, those in public office, doctors and public servants 
should remain in the city. Luther himself remained in 
Wittenberg to care for his people. He recommended that public 
hospitals be built to accommodate those with the plague. He 
condemned those who took unnecessary risks that put them-
selves and others in danger of contagion. Luther also encour-
aged the use of reason and medicine, writing, “God has created 
medicines and has provided us with intelligence to guard and 
take care of the body. … Use medicine; take potions which can 
help you; fumigate house, yard, and street; shun persons and 
places wherever your neighbor does not need your presence” 
(“Whether One May Flee From a Deadly Plague,” 1527).

We are living in the time of the coronavirus. We are also 
living in the time of social media and constant, relentless news 
coverage. Many of our people have the same concerns as those 
in Luther’s day. Many of our people are anxious. Luther’s 
counsel, based on Scripture, is still sound. Respect the disease. 
Do not take unnecessary risks. Provide for the spiritual and 
physical needs of the neighbor. Make use of medical aid. Care 
for one another, especially the most vulnerable.

The churchwide organization recommends the following for 
churchwide staff: Wash your hands, stay home when you are 
sick, wear a mask if you have symptoms, consult your medical 
provider. Bishops and pastors will provide guidelines for 
worship and church gatherings.

Luther also reminded his people and us that we should trust 
God’s faithfulness and promises, particularly the promise 
eternal life. Paul writes: “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:8). 

In peace, 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Robins searching 
for earthworms, 
Sparrows inhabiting 
our “Bird Hilton” 
and Daffodils in full 
bloom! Oh, and grass 
needing a cut, also 
the Lilac bushes are 
beginning to bud 
and it won’t be long 
before they produce 
their beautiful 
lavender blossoms 
and give off their lilac 
fragrance. 
Jane  
Schwencke

Signs of Hope

Rambling Notes from Mary
How have you been spending your time while in this state of 
“enforced hibernation”? Yes, someone you know has coined it 
that. Somewhere in this newsletter you will find out what some 
of your friends have been up to, some have been pretty creative; 
and productive too. Not me, I’m afraid.

I have to admit, this has been difficult for me. My mood ranges 
from depression to boredom to “oh this isn’t so bad”and every-
where in between. At first, I was in denial. I wasn’t convinced 
that staying home was all that necessary. I love to be around 
people. I didn’t want to miss church, didn’t want to stay home. 
Could it really be as bad as they were saying? Gradually, 
though, I became convinced. Anyone could see what was 
happening everywhere. Me, a slow learner?  One thing that I 
am learning is that it is not necessarily a bad thing, this being 
forced to slow down.

Looking for something to do, I cleaned out closets and files. 
Boring? Right. Necessary? Maybe. But it did fill some time. 
I played a few games on my tablet. That was not very satis-
fying. Then - AHA – my tablet is a treasure-trove of books! 
Most of which I had not read. So I picked one and started in. 
I was hardly able to put it down, once I started. What was it? 
It was The Eye of the Storm, by Max Lucado. If you ever get 
the chance to read it, DO! Then I found another, then more. I 
finished reading two books so far. One that I pick up when I am 
feeling depressed is She Who Laughs, Lasts!, a compilation of 
short stories from women of faith. 

While I was on my closet-cleaning frenzy, I found a puzzle that 
someone must have given me at some unknown time. I’ll be 
starting on that soon.

Did you get a chance to learn how to Zoom? The Wednesday 
Lectionary Study hardly missed a beat when Pastor Coe intro-
duced the group to Zoom. Although we couldn’t meet in person 
at church, we were still able to read the lessons and discuss 
them. It was great to be able to see each other’s faces. 

I have been wandering around the internet too, mostly looking 
up things that have to do with Covid-19, coronavirus. Pretty 
scary stuff. There is way more information out there than we 
need to know, I think. But those wanderings have taken me 
to some inspirational sites as well. Places that talk about how 
Christians can react to this awful pandemic. These sites tell us 
we can help our neighbors and those who can’t do for them-
selves by keeping in touch by phone and by doing grocery 
shopping and so on. They also talk about how we can and 
should pray, and pray a lot.

+ We should pray for those individuals and families 
who either are or will be affected by this virus and for 
their healing.

+ We should pray for the doctors and medical 
professionals who are on the front lines caring for 
those who contract coronavirus. 

+ We should pray for medical researchers who are 
diligently working to create a vaccine for this virus. 

+ We should pray for our leaders in office, including the 
president, vice president, governors, and local officials 
as they guide us through this moment. We should pray 
for the world leaders.

+ We should pray for our church.

+ We should pray for ourselves. 

That is what I am doing. We will get through it, and prayer  
will help

God bless and keep you safe. 
Mary

There are people around us every day who feel overwhelmed 
with the trials and tribulations of life. How do we develop 
God-like ears to really hear their cries? To be the familiar face 
and safe place? God-like ears listen and listen carefully. They 
show interest through facial expression and body language. 
They never ask, “How are you?” and then walk on without 
waiting for an answer. God-like ears listen intently to what is 
said and to what is not said. God-like ears listen openly and 
with a nonjudgmental attitude. And God-like ears listen with 
Christian love.

This message is adapted from “How Do We Get God-like Ears” 
written by Kathie Bender Schwich in the January/February 
2000 issue of Lutheran Woman Today (now Gather) magazine.
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Logos
by Mary Ronen

I find logos and their meanings interesting. The ELCA and 
WELCA, like most organizations, have logos, or what is called 
brandmarks; we see them often on publications we read and 
other places like websites. So – being curious and with lots of 
spare time, I did a little research. Below is what I found on their 
respective websites:

The ELCA brandmark consists of the ELCA symbol or 
emblem, the ELCA name and the ELCA tagline. These three 
elements bring the ELCA’s whole identity to life. The emblem 
is a graphic representation of the ELCA mission statement: 
marked by the cross of Christ forever, we are claimed, gathered 
and sent for the sake of the world. Our tagline is “God’s work. 
Our hands.”

The WELCA logo—with the cross, 
water and a white lily—identifies 
women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America as children of God; 
baptized, forgiven, adopted into God’s 
family, full of grace and hope in eternal 
life. It is a reminder of the growth, 
beauty, and vitality that rises out of that 
life-giving baptismal water. It is also a 
reminder of the mission of the church to “Go, therefore, make 
disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).

Remember these folks?

And who are these jolly guys?

Help Wanted
The Voice of Grace is looking for  photographers to   
take pictures of Grace events, and writers of stories, 
events, poems, or ?? The pay? Not so much (well, none, 
really.) But - just imagine seeing your work in print! 
Contact Mary at maryeronen@gmail.com

Grace Financials
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Cinco de Mayo!
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